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To  the  Legislatitre  : 

T  \\i\\i',  IIk^  honor  to  transmit  lierewitli  the  re|)ort  of  the  Board 
of  General  Managers  of  the  Exhibit  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at 
the  World^s  Columbian  Exposition,  dated  I>e<ie(niber  31,  1892. 

*  KOSWELL  r.  FLOWER. 


% 


REPORT 


To  the  Hon.  Koswell  P.  Flower, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New-   York: 

Sir. —  In  acoordance  with  the  poroyisions  of  chaptefr  236  of  the 
Laws  of  1892,  the  board  of  general  managere  of  the  exhibit  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  at  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition, 
met  and  organized  at  the  oapitol,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the 
19th  of  April,  1892. 

The  ooimmissioners  appointed,  under  the  terms  of  the  same 
act,  from  each  judicial  district  ta  the  State,  met  m  conferenc^e 
with  the  board  of  general  managers  at  Albany,  on  April  twenty- 
eighth,  and  their  mode  of  organization  and  sphere  of  action  were 
duly  prescribed.  Pursuant  to  invitation,  Hon.  Greorge  P.  Davis, 
director- general  of  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  accompanied 
by  F.  J.  V.  Skiff,  the  chief  of  the  depairtmeait  of  mines  and  mining, 
attended  the  meeting.  After  a  full  and  free  exchange  of  views 
between  these  officers  of  the  Exposition  and  thje  State  managers 
and  commissioners,  it  wais  unanimously  resolved,  that,  for  the 
information  of  those  chai*ged  with  providing  for  the  representation 
of  the  State  at  the  World's  Fair,  a  personal  istudy  should  be  made 
at  Chicago  of  the  methods,  requirements,  facilities  and  plans  of 
the  Exposition.  Pepresentatives  from  the  board  of  general  mana- 
gers and  from  each  of  the  judicial  distiict  commissions,  together 
with  the  chief  executive  officer  and  secretary  of  the  board  of 
general  managers,  accordingly  met  in  Chica^'  !>  on  the  lltli  of 
May,  1892,  and,  after  ™iting  the  Exposition  grounds,  conferred 
with  the  heads  of  tbe  va,rious  departm(mitis.  Stenographic  notes 
were  taken  of  these  conferences,  and  the  result  was  a  body  of 
detailed  information,  more  comprehensl^'e  and  exact  than  liad 
been  compiled  by  any  other  State  board. 
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The  classification  adopted  by  the  World's  Columbian  ^onmiis- 
sion  divides  the  Exposition  into  thirteen  great  departments,  dis- 
tinguished by  lettei^   of   the   alphabet,  from  "A"   tx>   "N,"   as 
follows: 
A.-  Agriculture:  Food  and  its  a.x^essori^,  agricultural  max^hiner^' 

and  appliances. 
B. —  Horticulture. 

0.— Live  stock:  Domestic  and  wild  anunals. 

D.-Fish,  fisheries,  fish  products  and  apparatus  of  fishing. 

E. Mines:  ISlining  and  metallurgy. 

F. —  Machinery. 

G.— Transportation:  Railways,  vessels,  vehicles. 

H. —  Manufactures. 

J  — Electricity  and  electrical  appliances. 

K-Fine  arts:   Painting,  sculpture,  architectur-e,  decoration. 

L^Liberal    arts:     Education,    engineering,    public    works,    con- 
structive architecture,  music  and  the  drama. 

M.- Ethnology,  aax^ha^logy:    Progx;ess  of  labor  and   invention, 
isolated  and  collective  exhibits. 

^T  __  Forestry  and  forest  products. 

Careful  study  of    the    requu-emente  of  the  Exposition  and  of 
the   preparations   13^t   have    been   made    by    other    Stato   for 
special   exhibits  in  most  of   these  departments,   made  it  plaan 
that  the  sphere  of  aoti^-ity  marked  out  for  those  chai^ged  wi1i 
the  dne  representation  of  New  Tork  State  was  very  extensive 
indeed.      There     was,     fl^t,     the     necessity     of     disseminating 
information    for    the    guidance    of    commercial    exhibitors    aad 
facilitating   their   applications   for   space.     At   the   date   of   fte 
organization  of  the  board  of  general  managers  and  of  the  disl.nct 
commissions,  there  had  been  less  than  400  applications  for  space 
in  which  to  exhibit  at  the  NYorld's  Fail-,  frouL  the  entire  State^ 
This  was  deemed  a  far  from  satisfactory  state  of  affairs    and 
measures  were  at  once  taken  to  secm-e  a  representation  of  our 
.reat  industrial   and  commercial  interests,  better  proport,oned 
to  their  place  in  the  aggregate  business  activity  of  the  Union. 
An  address  was  issued  to  the  people  of  tie  State,  urging  the 
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necessity  of  having  New  York  State  take  the  position  she  was 
entitled  to  at  the  Exposition,  and  explaining  the  means  to  be 
adopted  to  secure  that  end.     Stress  was  also  laid  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  various  departments,  societies,   associations  and 
institutions  sustained,  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  bounty  of  the 
State,  to  demonstrate  to  the  world  the  value  of  the  results  which 
public  money  had  enabled  them  to  achieve.    It  was  pointed  out 
that  in  the   departments   of   agriculture,   horticulture,   forestry, 
mining  and  education  there  was  but  little  commercial  impulse 
to  stimulate  private  individuals  to  make  exhibits  worthy  of  New 
York,  and  it  was  hoped   tvM  existing  organizations,  wholly  or 
partially  supported  by  annual  grants  from  the  Legislature,  would 
accept  the  task  of  collecting  and  installing  proper  displays  of 
the  natural  resources  and  products  and  of  the  applied  educational 
methods  of  the  State. 

It  was,  unfortunately,  found  that,  in  no  case,  had  any  State 
department  or  State  supported  association,  either  facilities  or 
funds  available,  for  the  coUectJim  and  presentation  at  the  World's 
i^'air,  of  exhibits  coming  within  the  sphere  of  its  activity.  The 
duty  devolving  on  the  board  of  general  managers  became,  there- 
fore, somewhat  as  follows: 

First.  Through  the  agency  of  the  district  commissions  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  every  possible  commercial  exhibitor,  the  import- 
ance of  having  the  industri(-.s  of  the  State  adequately  represented 
at  the  Exposition,  and  to  provide  him  with  all  needful  informa- 
tion bearing  on  the  department  to  which  his  intended  exhibit 
belonged. 

Second.  To  appoint,  organize  and  prescribe  the  duties  of  a 
board  of  women  managers  {o  co-operate  with  their  associate?  in 
other  States  and  on  the  national  board,  in  procuring  fitting 
representation  at  the  Exposition  of  the  results  of  woman's  work 
in  every  department  of  the  intellectual,  industrial  and  artistic 
activity  of  the  State  and  Union. 

Third.  To  provide  for  the  erection,  equi]unciii  and  maiuteiiaiinN 
on  the  World's  Fair  grounds,  of  a  State  buihling,  fitly  \v])vo- 
senting  the  supremacy  in  di-nity,  wealth  and  coniniercial  import- 
ance of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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Fourth.  To  make  the  arrangements  contemplated  by  the  act 
ereaung  the  board,  for  the  transportation  and  care  of  dairy 
products. 

Fifth.  To  set  ajside  funds  and  eomplete  tiie  needful  preparations 
to  secure  a  comptehensiYe  exhibit  of  the  agricultuial  resources 
and  products  of  tiie  State. 

SixtlL  To  make  a  similar  beginning  of  the  collection  of  exhibits 
in  tibie  department  of  horticnlture,  as  subdivided  into  viticuliure, 
pomology,  floriculture^  etc.,  in  which  considerations  of  commer- 
cial interest  could  not  be  expected  to  provide  for  exhibits  worthy 
of  the  deservedly  prominent  place  h^d  by  tbe  State  in  the  culture 
of  fruits  and  flowers^  and  to  show  the  supremacy  of  Mew  York 
in  the  value  of  its  horticultoral  products. 

Seventh.  To  aid  the  Xew  York  Bee-keepers'  Association  in 
collecting  and  installing  a  special  exhibit  of  the  honey  produced 
in  tbe  State,  of  its  niode  of  formatibn,  extraction  and  conversion, 
and  of  its  varied  uses  in  tlie  compositions  of  food,  medicines  and 
beverages. 

Eighih.  To  see  that  the  highly  typical  and  interesting  geo- 
logical stiucture  of  tiie  Sta*:*?  is  fitly  presented  at  the  Exposition, 
and  that  the  wide  range  of  its  mineral  products  is  fully  covered 
and  scientifically  arranged  as  a  State  exhibit. 

Xuith.  To  secure  a  comprehensive  and  striking  presentation 
of  Uie  State's  contribution  t  r  lepartment  of  forestry  and 
forest  products,  illustrating  their  variety  and  great  value  from 
a  commercial  and  sanitary  point  of  view. 

Tenth-  To  show  in  tbe  transportation  department  everything 

laiing  to  the  iurtificial  and  natuitil  waterways  of  the  State,  giv- 
ing a  dononstration  of  their  unrivalled  facilities  for  transportation, 
supplemented  by  effective  exhibits  from  the  oflices  of  the  State 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  Superintendent  of  Public  Works. 

Eleventh.  To  illustrate  by  methods  and  results  the  whole 
scheme  of  organization  and  the  full  equipment  of  oar  schools  and 
institutions  of  learning,  from  the  lowest  to  the  hignesc  grade 
of  tuition. 
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Twelfth.  To  provide  for  a  special  exhibit  of  that  unicpie  sys- 
lem  for  the  promotion  and  regulation  of  higher  education,  known 
as  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  Yorlv,  and  to  present  also 
the  work  done  in  connection  with  the  State  library. 

Thirteenth.  To  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  in  preparing  an  exhibit  of  the  charitabl(%  penal  and 
correctional  institutions  of  New  York,  including  models  of  the 
best  plans  devised  for  asylums,  poor-housesi,  jails  and  reforma- 
tories, and  illustrations  of  the  methods  of  care,  treatment  and 
instruction  employed  for  the  beneiit  of  the  wards  of  the  State. 

Fourteenth.  To  present  a  careful  reproduction  of  the  condition 
of  aboriginal  life,  as  they  existed  in  New  York  at  the  time  of 
the  discovery  of  Columbus,  and  to  make  a  comprehensive  exhibit 
of  specimens  of  the  art,  handicraft  and  progressive  civilization 
of  the  members  of  the  Iroquois  confederacy,  from  that  period  to 
the  present  time. 

J^^'ifteenth.  To  collect  and  arrange  such  articles  and  objects 
illustrative  to  the  pre-historic  development  of  the  State,  as  may 
be  fitly  installed  in  the  department  of  archaeology  at  the 
Exposition. 

Sixteenth.  To  co-operate  with  the  associated  artists  of  New 
York  in  procuring  a  display  of  the  modern  contributions  to  paint- 
ing and  sculpture  in  this  State,  fairly  representative  of  its  ovei-- 
whelming  supremacy  in^  the  field  of  Anaerican  art.  The  slight 
element  of  individual  interest  entering  into  the  preparation  of 
an  exhibit  so  costly  in  its  composition  and  so  exjiensive  to  handle, 
seemed  to  render  this  a  proper  department  for  State  aid. 

Seventeenth.  To  provide,  as  directed  by  the  law,  for  the  cele- 
bration, within  the  State,  of  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  Columbian  discovery. 

Eighteenth.  To  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  law  by  preparing 
for  the  proper  representation  of  the  State  on  the  occasion  of 
the  naval  review  in  New  York  harbor  in  April  next. 

When  the  board  was  organized,  no  such  diversity  and  range 
of  duties  were  anticipated  for  it,  and,  consequently,  no  appro- 
priation was  made,  ad(Kiuate  for  such  needs  as  have  been  out- 
[Assembly,  No.  4:t).J  2 
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lined.  A  good  deal  of  the  work  of  the  board,  in  tlit}  T)reparation 
of  representative  State  exhibits,  has  thus  been  necessarilj  tenta- 
tive, and  its  further  prosecution  must  depend  on  an  additional 
and  adequate  appropriation  being  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the 
board.     ^ 

Commercial  Exhibits. 

In  the  matter  of  stimulating  applications  for  space  in  the  com- 
mercial departments  of  the  Exposition,  nothing  has  been  left 
undone  bj  the  general  board  or  the  district  commissions.  The 
thoroughness  of  the  work  can  be  best  illustrated  hy  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  applications  on  file  at  the  date  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  board  has  been  increased  more  than  sixfold,  now  tliat 
the  books  have  been  practically  closed  for  this  class  of  exhibits. 
If  every  branch  of  mechanical  industry  in  the  State  is  not  fully 
and  fairly  represented  at  the  Exposition,  it  will  not  be  for  lack  of 
readiness  on  the  part  of  individual  firms  and  corporations  to 
exhibit  their  products.  The  great  manufacturing  interests  of  New 
York  have  applied  for  their  fuiU  relative  share  of  Exposition  space, 
and  how  imposing  an  aggregate  that  is,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact,  that,  in  the  main  building,  with  a  floor  area  of  thirty  and  six- 
tenths  acres,  intending  American  exhibitors  have  proposed  to 
occupy  space  five  times  greater  than  at  their  disposal,  and  yet 
no  foreign  nation  has  received  one-third  of  the  space  reserved 
for  the  United  States.  In  the  machinery  building,  four  times  the 
space  available  has  been  applied  for  by  American  firms. 

The  difficulty  of  making,  under  such  circumstances,  an  allotment 
of  space  A^hich  should  be  at  once  fair  to  the  individual  and  not 
pi'ejudicial  to  the  representative  character  of  the  combined 
exhibit  in  any  given  group,  must  be  sufficiently  obvious.  The 
task  thus  imposed  upon  the  Exposition  authorities  is  so  L'ompli- 
cated  and  delicate  as  to  demand  for  them  the  utmost  indulgence, 
both  on  the  score  of  delay  in  reaching  a  decision  and  of  their 
inevitable  failure  to  satisfy  the  great  majority  of  iudiAidual 
demands.     In  certain  food  products  and  in  the  manufacture  of 


Ko.  46.1  11 

American  pottery,  silks,  woolens  and  upholstery  goods,  combined 
or  tiiiified  exhibits  ha^e  been  made  under  the  direction  of  associa- 
tions representing  each  of  these  branches  of  industry,  to  the  great 
economy  of  space  and  the  probable  enhancement  of  the  interest  of 
these  exhibits.  It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  bring  about  a 
like  concerted  action  among  the  representatives  of  any  other  great 
branches  of  American  manufactures. 

According  to  information  receiyed  by  this  board,  a  number  of 
representatiye  manufacturers  from  this  State,  actuated  by  a  desire 
to  avoid  any  appearance  of  competition,  propose  to  decline  to  sub- 
mit their  exhibitlsi  for  examination  and  award.  As  the  element 
of  competition  is  excluded  from  the  system  of  award  adopted  by 
the  national  commission,  and  as  the  judges  will  simply  pronounce 
on  tbe  j'oints  of  individual  merit  possessed  by  each  article  sub- 
mitted to  them,  the  board  must  express  a  hope  that  the  New 
York  manufacturers  who  propose  to  withdraw  their  exhibits 
from  the  process  of  examination  will  reconsider  their  intention. 
l^»y  adhering  to  it  they  will  expose  themselves  to  the  disadvantage 
of  having  their  names  and  exhibits  appear  only  in  the  bald 
enumeration  of  the  official  catalogue  and  of  being  deprived  of  the 
detailed  mention  of  all  exhibits  examined,  to  be  given  in  the  report 
wLich  will  tell  the  story  of  the  Exposition.  Many  of  ihe  leading 
manufacturers  of  this  State  have  gamed  marks  of  distinction 
at  forf  igr.  exhibitions.  To  put  themselves  in  the  position  of 
being  left  undistinguished  at  the  greatest  of  all  expositions, 
and   that  held  in   their  own  country,   would   be  to    create   an 

impression  that  they  had  not  kept  pace  either  with  the  march 

• 
of  the  tunes  or  the  progress  made  by  their  competitors  abroad. 

The  Work  of  the  Board  of  Women  Managers. 
The  board  of  women  managers  was  formed  by  the  board  of  gen- 
eral managers  in  May,  1892.  It  consists  of  twenty-one  women, 
residents  of  the  State,  who  represent  the  eight  judicial  districts. 
By  a  rule  made  by  the  general  managers,  the  women's  board 
established  its  buri^au  in  the  offices  of  the  board  of  general  man- 
agers, and  first  met  at  the  capitol,  Albany,  June  seventh,  upon  the 
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call  of  the  chief  executive  officer.  The  board  organized  by  elect- 
ing as  president,  Mrs.  Erastus  Coming,  of  Albany;  as  first  vice 
president,  Mrs.  George  Waddington,  of  ^e^y  York;  as  second  vifje- 
president,  Mrs.  J.  8.  T.  Stranahan,  of  Brooklyn;  as  secretary, 
Mrs.  Leslie  i'ell-Clarke,  of  Springfield  Center,  Otsego  county;  as 
treasurer.  Miss  Frances  Todd  Patterson,  of  Westfield,  Chautauqua 
county,  and  as  chief  officer,  Mrs.  Florence  G.  Ives,  of  New  York. 
There  was  also  elected  an  executive  committee  of  six,  of  which 
Mrs.  Dean  {Sage,  of  Menands,  N.  Y.,  is  chaii'uian,  which  now  meets 
twice  a  month,  and  when  the  board  is  not  in  session,  has  all  its 
powers  and  rights. 

It  has  been,  and  is  the  endeavor  of  the  board,  following  the 
example  of  the  national  board  of  lady  managers,  to  bring  out 
the  best  of  women's  work  in  all  departments  throughout  the 
State.  The  board  can  make  record  of  not  less  than  260  applica- 
tions for  space  for  exhibits  from  women. 

The  committee  on  philanthropy  has  planned  a  hospital  exhibit 
wiVa  trained  nurses,  and  one  of  a  ci'eche  and  training  school  for 
nursery  maids,  besides  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  kitchen 
garden  system,  by  which  children  are  taught  to  be  house- workers. 

Under  the  head  of  education,  putting  aside  the  regular  features 
which  are  under  the  management  of  others,  the  board  will  have 
within  its  management  the  exhibit  of  a  model  kitchen  and  cooking 
school. 

As  there  is  to  be  a  "  woman's  library  "  in  the  woman's  building, 
the  literary  committee  has  undertaken  the  work  of  collecting  not 
only  the  books  by  New  Y'ork  State  women  authors,  but  such 
magazine  articles  imder  classified  heads,  as  will  be  creditable. 
The  latter  will  be  shown  in  an  attractive  and  original  form. 
After  llie  Exposition  is  closed,  this  collection  of  books  and  articles 
will  be  presented  to  the  New  Y^ork  State  library. 

The  great  army  of  factory  and  other  industrial  workers  wiU 
have  place  not  only  in  the  statistics  of  woman's  work,  which  are 
being  prepared  with  unsparing  energy  and  care,  but  in  photo- 
graphs of  interiors  of  manufactories  where  women  are  at  work 
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The  decoration  and  furnishing  of  the  proposed  "library"  has 
been  undertaken  by  the  board,  and  will  be  an  exhibit  in  itself,  and 
the  three  loan  exhibits,  one  of  Colonial  relies,  another  of  laces, 
fans,  miniatures  and  antique  embroideries,  and  another  of  the 
higher  class  of  modern  art  industries,  are  expected  to  do  grciat 
credit  to  the  Empire  State. 

As  the  colored  race  has  been  recognized  on  the  New  York  State 
board  of  women  managers,  and  upon  no  other  State  board  in  the 
Union,  it  is  with  some  pride  that  the  board  acknowledges  tlie 
capability  and  energy  of  their  co-worker,  Miss  J.  Imogene  Howard, 
who  is  making  a  valuable  collection  of  statistics  about  the  work 
of  colored  women. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  energy  and  scope  of  the  women^s 
board,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  subcommittees  have  been 
formed  in  every  county  in  the  State,  earnest  women  volunteering 
their  services  for  the  work.  The  number  of  women  whose 
interest  in  the  Exposition  has  been  aroused  in  this  manner  may 
be  counted  by  thousands. 

The  State  Building. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  attractive  sites  in  Jackson  park 
had  been  reserved  by  the  Exposition  authorities  for  occupancy  by 
the  State  house  of  New  York.  The  State  has  Director-Greneral 
Davis  chiefly  to  thank  for  keeping  this  site  so  long  open  for  its 
acceptance.  At  the  date  of  the  organization  of  this  board,  the 
time  allowed  for  filing  the  plans  of  the  State  biillding  had  nearly 
expired,  and  the  period  available  for  its  completion  Avas  compara- 
tively short.  To  invite  and  consider  competitive  plans  was,  there- 
fore, out  of  the  question,  and  the  only  course  open  to  the  board 
was  to  select  architects  of  acknowledged  eminence  and  to  co3n- 
mit  to  them  the  work  of  designing  such  a  building  as  would 
fitly  represent  the  Empire  State  in  the  group  of  State  buildings 
at  the  World's  Fair.  The  board  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to 
secure  the  services  of  Messrs,  McKim,  Mead  &  White,  of  New 
Yorlv  city.  These  gentlemen  who,  as  architects  of  the  agri- 
cultural building  and  some  other  building  at  the  Exposition, 
were  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  conditions  governing  the  erec 
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tion  of  fair  structures,  made  the  execution  of  the  work  com- 
mitted to  them  a  matter  of  State,  as  well  as  of  professional,  pride. 
^Ir.  Charles  F.  McKim  has  given  the  State  buildinj^  most  of 
his  time  and  attention.  After  repeated  conferences  ^vith  the 
board  of  general  managers  and  a  free  interchange  of  views  and 
suggestions,  a  plan  was  finally  decided  upon,  emhodving  the 
features  of  an  Italian  ^olla  of  the  architectural  order  of  the 
Renaissance.  The  area  of  the  building  is  14,538  feet,  exclusive 
of  terrace  and  porticos,  which  cover  an  additional  area  of  3,676 
feet.  The  height  of  the  buiding,  from  grade  to  main  cornice, 
porticos,  214  feet.  The  depth  of  the  main  building  is  eighty-nine 
feet,  and  including  terrace  and  steps,  the  extreme  depth  is  142 
feet.  The  height  of  the  building,  from  ,;i-ade  to  main  r-ornice, 
is  sixty-three  feet  two  inches,  and  to  the  apex  of  the  tower  roofs, 
ninety-six  feet. 

The  magnificent  proportions  and  the  elaborate  plan  of  external 
and  internal  decoration  adopted  for  this  structure  ^^'ere  held 
to  be  eminently  appropriate  to  the  representative  character  which 
it  was  destined  to  possess  at  the  World's  Fair.  It  belongs  to 
the  period  of  the  new  birth  of  learning  and  of  art,  out  of  which 
grew  the  conditions  that  made  the  discovery  by  Columbus  pos- 
sible. It  is  a  visible  embodiment  of  the  taste,  the  refinement  and 
the  wealth  of  Florence  of  the  Medici,  and  stands  for  some  of  the 
noblest  ideals  that  have  sprung  from  the  union  of  a  lucrative 
commerce  with  an  enlightened  civic  pride.  In  the  estimation 
of  the  most  discriminating  judges,  no  more  fitting  representation 
could  be  made  of  the  presence  of  the  State  of  Xew  York  at  next 
year's  congress  of  nations. 

This  building  has  been  planned  with  a  view  to  its  being  a 
place  of  resort  for  citizens  of  New  York  visiting  the  Ex[)Osition, 
and  as  a  center  for  the  dissemination  of  information  regarding 
Kew  York  exhibits.  It  is  primarily  intended  for  the  comfort, 
acconmiodation  and  convenience  of  the  people,  for  meetings  of 
State  associations  specially  interested  in  any  of  the  great 
depaitments  of  the  Exposition,  and  as  a  place  whei'e 
receptions   can   be   given   to   New   York   societies   and   to   the 
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representatives  of  other  States.  Within  its  walls  will  be 
gathered,  in  addition  to  works  of  art  having  a  special  apijro- 
priateness  to  its  scheme  of  decoration,  articles  of  interest,  paint- 
ings, etc.,  illustrating  the  history  and  notable  characteristics  of 
the  State.  The  statues  and  other  works  of  art  specially  prepared 
for  its  adornment  wUl  be  tuiiied  over,  at  the  close  of  the  Exposi- 
tion, to  the  custody  of  the  State.  Arrangements!  have  been  made 
for  decorating,  with  plants  and  flowers,  the  grounds  about  the 
building,  and  on  the  spacious  roof,  commanding  a  noble  view 
of  the  Exposition  grounds  and  buildings  and  of  the  adjoining  lake 
front,  will  be  placed  an  attractive  and  beautiful  garden  of  the 
choicest  products  of  horticulture. 

The  public  spirited  muniticence,  of  which  this  building  is  a 
type,  has  found  noble  expression  in  the  gifts  already  tendered 
to  it  by  citizens  of  'New  York.  It  has  been  the  agreeable  duty 
of  the  board  of  manager.^  to  make  a  fitting  acknowledgment 
of  the  great  liberality  of  Messrs.  W.  &  J.  Sloane  in  agreeing  to 
furnish,  free  of  charge,  the  carpets  and  portieres;  of  that  of  The 
Archer  and  Pancoast  Manufacturing  Company,  in  tendering  a, 
very  magnificent  and  artistic  group  of  electric  light  fixtures; 
and  of  that  of  Messrs.  Hert^er  Brothers,  in  giving  the  mosaic  work 
of  the  two  niched  Pompeian  fountains  inside  the  building,  the 
most  elaborate  pieces  of  work  of  this  character  ever  produced  in 
this  country. 

The  following  New  York  firms  have  also  shown  their  generosity 
and  public  spirit  by  making  a  voluntary  tender  of  contributions 
for  fitting  and  furnishing  the  State  headquarters  at  the  fair: 

The  Duparquet  Huot  and  Moneuse  Company  will  give  the  outfit 
for  a  model  kitchen  and  serving  pantry.  The  board  has  been 
invited  to  select  from  the  stock  of  Messrs.  Sypher  &  Co.  and 
from  Messrs.  Duveen  &  Co.  any  furniture,  bric-a-brac  or  works 
of  art  which  they  may  deem  suitable  for  use  or  decoration  in 
the  State  building.  The  Corham  Manufacturing  Company 'has 
made  a  like  offer  of  silver  candelbra  and  articles  for  table  uses 
on  festal  occasions.  Messrs.  Fr.  Beck  &  Co.  bave  intimated  their 
readiness  to  supply,  withoiu  cost,  all  the  wall  paper  which  may  be 
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needed  for  the  building.  Th*^  elaborate  ornamental  wrought-iron 
rails  for  the  boxes  overlooking  the  banquet  hall  will  be  fur- 
nished (IS  a  free  gift  by  John  Williams.  Messrs.  L.  Straus  &  Sons 
will  mahe  a  handsome  eontril)ution  to  the  crockery  and  glassware 
required  for  use  in  the  Stali^  building,  and  will  have  fac  similes 
made  and  presented  to  th:  State  of  the  Martha  Washington 
dinner  plates.  All  necessai'y  refrigeratory  appliances  will  be  a 
gift  from  the  Lorillard  Kefrigerator  CompanT.  The  Field  Force 
Pump  Company,  of  Lockport,  T\ill  place  in  the  building  a  full 
equipment  of  the  carpet  prcissure  water  filters. 

The  pride  Avith  which  a  structure  so  superbly  planned  and 
equipped  is  calculated  to  fill  every  ]^ew  Yorker  visiting  the  fair, 
will  be  greatly  enhanced  by  the  demonstration,  which  it  is  cal- 
culated to  afford,  of  the  generous  rivalry  of  private  firms,  to 
imitate  the  public  liberality  which  has  dictated  the  policy  of  the 
State- to  wards  the  Exposition 

Dairy  Products. 
New  York's  contribution  to  the  contents  of  the  dairy  building 
will  demonstrate  the  value  and  importance  of  the  butter  and 
cheese  products  of  the  State  and  will  show  the  improve- 
ment, both  in  their  quantity  and  quality,  made  within  the 
last  few  years.  The  work  of  collecting,  transporting,  install- 
ing and  caring  for  this  class  of  exhibits  will  be  done  by  the 
aid  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  New  York  State  Dairy- 
men's Association,  from  funds  supplied  by  the  State  board  of 
managers.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception 
of  butter  and  cheese  for  exhibits,  at  central  points  for  the 
various  districts  of  the  Sfate,  in  the  months  of  June,  July, 
September  and  October  next ;  for  their  conveyance  in  refrigerator 
cars,  and  their  preservation  in  refrigerated  cases  at  the  Exposi- 
tion. The  State  board  called  the  attention  of  the  Exposition 
authorities  to  some  points  in  the  general  rules  governing  the 
daily  exhibit,  which  discriminated  against  New  York  producers, 
and  obtained  the  modification  desired.  It  is  believed  that  the 
showing  which  will  be  secured  under  the  facilities  offered  to 
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exMbitons  in  this  department,  will  demonstrate  to  the  world  tliat 
there  is  in  our  State  the  intelligence,  the  will,  the  natural  advan- 
tages and  the  capacity  to  make  any  and  all  vairieties  of  daiiy 
products  of  superior  quality.  We  haye  the  climate,  the  soil,  the 
water  and  the  grasses  and  other  foods  fitted  to  make  these  pro- 
ducts equal  to  any  in  the  world,  and  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt 
that  the  liberality  of  the  State  will  be  recognized  by  every  dairy 
farmer  as  imposing  on  him  the  obligation  to  do  his  full  share 
toward  enabling  New  York  to  distance  all  competitors. 

The  Agricultural  Exhibit. 

At  the  conference  held  in  Chicago  by  the  delegation  from  the 
board  of  general  managers  and  the  judicial  district  commissioners, 
with  the  Exposition  authorities,  the  head  of  the  department  of 
agjriculture  announced  that  to  each  State  of  the  Union  would  be 
asisigned  a  certain  amount  of  space  for  the  exidbitlon  of  its  farm 
crops,  and  that  to  New  York  would  be  allotted  the  maximum 
amount  of  space  given  to  any  State,  i>robably  5,000  square  feet. 
With  the  view  of  providing  for  the  occupancy  of  this  in  a  way 
commensurate  with  the  great  extent  and  unequalled  variety  of 
the  agricultural  products  of  New  York,  the  president  and  other 
officers  of  the  New  York  St«ite  Agricultural  Society  were  invited 
to  confer  with  the  board  of  State  managers.  Messrs.  George  F. 
Mills,  of  Fonda,  James  Wood,  of  Mount  Kisco,  F.  O.  Chamberlain, 
of  Canandaigua,  H.  Bowen,  of  Medina,  George  Satterlee,  of  Fort 
Edward,  James  Hilton,  of  New  Scotland,  S.  D.  Willard,  of  Geneva, 
and  W.  Judson  Smith,  of  Syracuse,  attended  as  representatives 
of  the  society.  There  were  also  present  Prof.  J.  P.  Roberts,  of 
Cornell  University,  Dr.  Peter  Collier,  of  the  Geneva  Experiment 
Station,  and  Mr.  Wing  R.  Smith,  of  Syracuse. 

As  a  result  of  the  deliberations  of  this  meeting,  it  was  resolved 
that  to  provide  for  the  selection,  installation  and  general  super- 
vision of  the  agricultural  exhibit  of  the  State,  at  the  Columbian 
Exposition,  there  should  be  formed,  to  act  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  of  general  managers,  a  bureau  of  agriciiltu»*e,  of  wLioh 
Mr.  James  Wood,  of  Mount  Kisco,  should  be  director-in-chief. 
[Assembly ;;]Sro.  46.]  3 
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This  bureau  was  immediatelj  organized  and  has  been  steadil*" 
engaged  in  the  collection,  examination  and  claissification  of 
materials  for  the  agricultural  exhibit  of  the  State  at  the  Exposi- 
tion. There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  if  sufficient  means  are 
provided,  that  this  exhibit  will  be  more  ample,  varied  and  com- 
prehensive than  that  of  any  other  State  at  tihe  World's  Fak\ 
It  will  be  designed  to  show  the  great  variety  of  soil  and  climate 
which  di^in§juishes  the  Sta,te,  and  the  endless  diversity  of  agri- 
cultural products  which  are  thus  rendered  poesible.  In  addition 
to  forming  an  interesting  and  exhaustive  exhibit  it  is  intended 
to  stimulate  interest  in  agriculture,  and  to  illustrate  the  necessity 
of  modifying  the  "old  time"  course  of  crops  and  husbandry,  so 
as  to  take  advantage  of  the  many  products  which  find  a  near  and 
ready  market. 

The  fact  is  not  generally  recognized  that  the  agricultural 
products  of  this  State  are  greater  in  quantity,  more  varied  in 
kind,  and  of  equal  if  not  better  quality  than  those  of  any  other 
State  in  the  Union.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  interests  of 
New  York  that  this  should  be  made  plain  at  the  World's  Colima- 
bian  Exposition.  The  State  can,  and  we  trust  will,  be  enabled  to 
make  a  display  of  cereals  second  to  none  other.  In  such  crops 
as  tobacco,  hops  and  beans,  New  York  occupies  a  commanding 
position,  and  it  can  attain  like  eminence  in  the  culture  of  the 
sugar  beet,  edible  nuts  and  other  comparatively  neglected  crops. 
Special  attention  will  be  given  to  the  illustration  of  the  whole 
process,  of  gathering  and  preparing  hops.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  forms  of  our  agricultural  industry,  and  lend? 
itself  readily  to  a  most  attractive  display.  We  shall  be  able  to 
show  over  a  hundred  varieties  of  grasses  which  contribute  to 
the  products  of  the  soil  of  the  State.  Arrangements  have  also 
been  made  for  a  properly  selected  and  thoroughly  representative 
wool  exhibit. 

The  State  botanist  is  preparing  a  most  interesting  and  vahiabh- 
collection  of  the  edible  and  poisonous  fungi  to  be  found  in  thr 
State.  The  great  variety  of  the  former  will  reveal  the  existence 
of  a  neglected  source  of  food  supply. 
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While  the  individual  producer  will  receive  due  credit  for  his 
contribution  to  the  agricultural  exhibit,  his  personal  interest  in  its 
excellence  is  too  slight  to  warrant  the  expectation  that  he  should 
bear  the  expenses  of  its  transportation  and  installation.  That 
has  been  made  a  State  charge  everywhere;  and  the  board  of 
managers  has  assumed  that  New  York  neither  can  nor  will  be 
an  exception  to  the  rule. 

The  live  stock  and  poultry  exhibits  will  be  under  the  char^^'o 
of  associations  of  breeders,  with  ample  resources  for  making  a 
satisfactory  showing.  In  this  department  the  State  will  be 
creditably  represented. 

The  Horticultural  Exhibit. 

Of  no  less  importance  than  the  demonstration  of  the  vast  and 
varied  agricultural  resources  of  the  State  is  that  of  the  leading 
place  which  it  occupies  in  the  allied  department  of  horticulture. 
While  in  some  branches  of  horticulture  the  prompting  of  com- 
mercial advantage  may  be  trusted  to  bring  out  exhibits  worthy  ol 
]^ew  York,  and  has,  in  fact,  already  done  so,  the  necessity  of  an 
exhibit  by  the  State  of  the  fruits,  vegetables  and  flowers,  the 
ornamental  shrubs  and  hot-house  plants  grown  within  its  borders 
is  none  the  less  obvious.  The  head  of  this  department,  at  the 
Exposition,  has  pointed  out  that,  excepting  the  citrus  fruits,  New 
York  produces  more  fruit  than  all  the  other  States  together,  and 
that  the  money  value  to  the  grower  of  the  grape  crop  of  New 
York  is  greater  than  that  of  the  grape  crop  of  California.  But 
without  a  unified  and  comprehensive  State  exhibit,  the  hortitnil 
tural  product  of  New  York  would  be  dwarfed  by  comparison  with 
that  of  other  States  of  far  less  relative  importance.  There  prom- 
ises to  be  a  lively  competition  among  other  fruit-growing  States 
for  the  place  of  eminence  at  the  Exposition,  and,  in  the  judgment 
of  this  board,  New  York  can  not  well  afford  to  allow  her  superi- 
ority in  this  department  to  be  successfully  challenged. 

TTnder  the  immediate  direction  of  the  board  of  managers  and 
its  chief  executive  officer,  preparations  for  a  fitting  State  exhibit 
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were,  therefore,  begun  by  the  organization  of  three  bureaus 
devoted  to  viticulture,  pomology  and  floriculture,  under  the  direc- 
tion respectively  of  Greorge  G.  Snow,  of  Penn  Yan;  Greorge  T. 
Powell,  of  Ghent,  and  James  Dean,  of  Bay  Kidge.  The  work  of 
these  has  made  very  satisfa(^tory  progress,  but  the  actual  collec- 
tion, preparation,  transportation  and  storage  of  the  materials 
for  a  full  exhibit  will  demand  a  very  large  outlay  and  the  employ- 
ment of  a  numerous  force.  As  an  exhibit  of  perishable  products 
requiring  constant  renewal,  during  the  term  of  the  Exposition, 
this  department  of  effort  will  be  one  of  the  most  costly  of  any 
which  the  necessities  of  the  case  impose  on  the  board.  Under 
the  group  devoted  to  viticulture  the  board  of  general  managers 
has  secured  important  amendments  to  the  rules  of  the  Exposition 
relating  to  the  quantity  of  the  grapes  to  be  exhibited. 

Apiary  Products. 
While  the  bee  and  honey  industry  is  classified  under  the  great 
agricultural  department,  it  is  manifestly  a  proper  subject  for 
a  special  exhibit.  Its  commercial  value  to  this  State  is  much 
greater  than  is  generally  realized,  and  almost  every  other  State 
of  the  Union  has  made  its  presentation  at  the  World's  Fair  a 
matter  of  public  concern.  The  aid  of  Orel  L.  Hershizer,  of  a 
committee  of  the  State  Bee-keepers'  Association  has  been  invoked 
to  enable  this  board  to  bring  together  such  an  exhibit  of  apiarian 
products,  processes  and  appliances  as  their  share  in  contributing 
to  the  wealth  of  the  State  demands.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
'New  York  State  bee  and  honey  exhibit  shall  be  complete  from  the 
opening  to  the  close  of  the  fair,  the  comb  honey  of  this  year's  crop 
being  kept  over  the  winter  with  great  care,  and  being  displaced 
only  by  the  new  combs  of  next  year.  Statistics  in  regard  to 
the  honey  industry  are  being  tabulated,  and  all  the  modem  appli- 
ances of  the  apiary  art,  together  with  the  wide  range  of  com- 
binations in  which  the  product  of  the  bee  is  utilized,  are  being 
collected  by  a  bureau  specially  organized  to  prepare  for  this 
exhibit. 
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Geology  and  Mineraiog-y. 
It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  attention  that  at  no  exhibition,  national 
or  interiiational.  has  there  ever  been  a  complete  exhibit  of  the 
geological  formation  and  mineral  resources  of  this  State.  This 
is  the  more  remarkable,  inasmuch  as,  below  the  coal  measure, 
the  rock  formation  of  New  \'ork  affords  a  key  to  the  geology  of 
the  whole  country.  It  is  proposed  to  make,  in  the  department  of 
mines  and  mining,  at  the  Columbian  Exposition,  a  State  exhibit 
which  shall  be,  at  once,  instructive,  impressive  and  comprehensive. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  resources  at  the  command  of  the  board  will 
permit  of  the  presentation,  in  the  form  of  a  great  obelisk,  of  rock 
specunens  illustratuig  the  several  geological  formations  of  the 
State  from  the  older  Laurentian  system  to  the  base  of  the  coal 
measure.  It  is  intended  that  the  State  exhibit  shall  include 
samples  of  aU  the  stones  of  commercial  value  for  building,  paving 
and  like  purposes,  of  which  'New  York  has  been  endowed  with  so 
abundant  a  store.  The  State  possesses  the  only  saliae  fluid 
deposit  in  .America,  and  its  solid  crystalliae  deposits  of  salt  are 
as  strikingly  beautiful  as  ihey  are  commercially  important.  The 
head  of  the  department  of  mines  and  mining,  at  the  Exposition, 
proposes  to  show  the  evolution  of  the  process  of  salt  precipitation 
during  3,000  years,  and  in  such  an  exhibit  the  State  of  New  York 
will  be  counted  on  as  the  clxief  coadjutor.  The  deposits  of  iron 
ore  and  other  minerals  found  throughout  the  State  wiQ  be  ade- 
quately presented,  as  will  also  the  product  of  its  oil  veils.  The 
State  Museum,  under  Ihe  charge  of  the  eminent  geologist,  Prof. 
James  Hall,  Avill  be  drawn  upon  for  mineralogical  specimens,  and 
priv^ate  collectors  and  institutions  of  learning  throughout  the 
State  will  contribute  toward  making  this  part  of  the  exhibit 
scientifically  complete.  Prof  F.  J.  H.  Merrill,  of  the  Museum 
staif,  is  in  active  charge  in  securing  and  preparing  this  exhibit 

Foresty  and  Forest  Products. 
The  great  variety  of  the  kinds  of  wood  grovNu  in  this  State 
is  not  at  all  generally  appreciated,  and  has  nor  been  set  forth  in 
any  foiiii  likely  to  contribute  to  the  information  of  the  majority 
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of  our  citizens.  This  can  be  satisfactorily  done,  only  under 
the  auspices  of  the  State;  and  the  exhibits  in  the  forestry  depart- 
ment of  the  Exposition  will  necessarily  be  mainly  those  installed 
by  the  States  and  Territories  of  this  Union  and  by  foreign 
countries.  Under  the  direction  of  this  board,  a  bureau  of  forestry 
and  forest  products,  under  the  charge  of  Romeyn  B.  Hough,  of 
LowTille,  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  r)re{)aring  attractive 
and  characteristic  specimens  of  the  whole  range  of  the  forms  of 
sylva  of  the  State,  of  collecting  statistics  of  the  commercial 
value  of  its  woods  and  of  showing  the  importance  of  forest  con- 
servation for  reasons  of  sanitary  and  climatic  as  well  as  pecuniary 
importance.  The  officers  of  the  State  Forest  Commission  have 
lent  their  aid  to  this  work.  Mr.  Morris  K.  Jessup's  superb  collec- 
tion of  North  American  woods,  now  in  the  American  Museum 
of  Natural  Histor-y,  wUl  be  part  of  the  forestry  exhibit  at  the 
World's  Fair.  A  collection  of  photographs  is  ii)eing  made  of  the 
trees  of  the  State  possessing  historical  associations,  and  of  trees 
of  extraordinary  age  and  size. 

The  Transportation  Exhibit. 
The  exhibit  of  the  transportation  facilities  of  New  York  prom- 
ises to  furnish  one  of  the  most  interesting  wMcji  will  be  made 
by  any  State  in  this  department  of  the  Exposition.  It  will 
include  as  complete  a  showing  as  possible  of  the  Avorking  methods 
and  practical  results  of  our  canal  system.  There  v/ill  be  models 
of  the  doubled  and  lengthened  locks,  photographs  of  points  of 
interests  on  the  line  of  the  canals,  a  relief  and  wall  map  of  the 
whole  system  prepared  by  Martin  Y.  Schenck,  State  Engineer 
and  Surveyor,  and  statistics  covering  the  entu/e  course  of  its 
history  and  development.  It  will  be  shown  how,  under  the 
present  arrangement  of  consolidating  tows,  and  by  the  use  of 
steam  for  propelling  boats,  the  products  of  the  west  are  con- 
veyed rapidly  and  cheaply  to  the  seaboard,  and  the  supremacy 
of  New  York's  canal  system  is  maintained.  Efforts  are  being 
made,  with  it  is  hoped  w^ill  meet  with  success,  to  secure  a  com- 
plete and  accurate  presentation  of  the  railroad  system  of  the 
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State,  showing  its  growth  from  the  first  railroad  within  the  State 
to  the  present  time.  The  resources  of  the  offices  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Works  and  of  the  State  Engineer  and  Sur- 
\'eyor  have  been  placed  freely  at  the  disposition  of  the  board  of 
managers,  and  from  them  some  most  valuable  material  will  be 
obtained  for  the  State  transportation  exhibit  at  the  World's 
Fair.  The  heads  of  both  departments  have  extended  aid  in  this 
work.  Some  very  elaborate  and  costly  exhibits  in  this  depart- 
ment will  be  made,  at  their  own  charge,  by  the  great  railroad 
corporations  of  the  State. 

The  Educational  Exhibit. 
There  has  been  universal  recognition  of  the  griat  import- 
ance of  the  educational  exhibit  of  the  United  States,  relating 
as  it  does,  to  a  constituency  or  over  14,000,000  of  pupils  and  nearly 
400,000  teachers,  about  one- tenth  of  which  i^  within  the  State 
of  New  York.  This  exhibit  will  be  claissifled  by  States^  and  no 
more  worthy  sphere  of  rivalry  will  be  presented  by  the  Exposition 
than  that  in  which  the  most  progessive  States  will  contend  for  the 
honor  of  showing  the  best  educational  system,  in  organization, 
methods  and  results.  The  theory  of  the  exhibit  of  public  educa- 
tion by  the  States,  is  that  it  shall  begin  with  primary  instruction 
and  go  up  as  far  as  the  high  schools  and  academies,  leaving  the 
colleges  and  institutions  of  special  culture  to  provide  for  their 
own  representation.  The  scheme  contemplates  the  collection, 
throughout  the  whole  State,  of  examples  in  every  grade  and 
depai'tment  of  public  school  work,  including  institutions  for  the 
blind  and  the  deiaf  and  dumb,  and  of  statistics  graphically  pre- 
sented, indicating  the  general  results  of  the  system.  It  provides 
for  the  exhibit  in  successive  installments  .  of  the  selected  and 
clasvsified  materi.il  thus  obtained,  and  aims  at  a  fair  compaiison 
on  identical  lines  of  the  school  work  of  every  State  in  the  Union 
with  that  of  every  other.  For  the  prosecution  of  a  work  of  such 
magnitude  as  that  involved  in  malving  a  proper  pi^esentation  of 
the  histoay,  progress  and  existing  stagje  of  development  of  public 
education  in  New  York,  it  was  necessiaay  to  enlist  the  co-operation 
of  representcitive  educators. 


24  [Assembly, 

The  followiog  advisory  board  was,  therefore,  appoint^: 
President  Seth  Low,  Cohunbia  College,  Xew  York- 
President  David  J.  Hill,  University  of  Eockester,  Kochest€!r. 
Hon.  James  F.  Crooker,  State  Superintendent  of  Pnblic  Instoruc- 
tion,  Albany. 
President  James  M.  Taylor,  Tassar  College,  Ponghkeepsie. 
President  J.  Gr.  Sckurman.  Cornell  University,  Ithaca. 
Prof.  Lncy  M.  Salmon,  Tassar  College,  Ponghkeepsie, 
Eight   Eev.   Henry   Gabriels,   bishop   of  Ogdensburg.    Ogdens- 
bn^. 

Frederick  B.  Pratt,  Secretary,  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn. 
Hon.   A.    S.   Draper,   ex- Superintendent  of  Public   Instruction, 
Albany. 
Miss  Ella  Weed,  Barnard  College^  IS^ew  York- 
Felix  Adler,  Society  for  ElMcal  Culture^  ^ew  York. 
President  William  J.  MUne,  State  Xormal  College,  Albany. 
William  H.  [M^xwelL  superintendent  of  schools,  Bix>oklyn. 
Prof.  P.  C.  Eicketts^  director  Eensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Troy. 

For  the  administrative  work  a  bureau  of  the  educational  exhibit 
was  formed,  of  which  Hon.  Melvil  Dewey,  Secretary  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  was  appointed  director. 

The  advisory  board  meets  from  time  to  time  to  consider  geneaal 
plans,  and  in  the  intervals  between  meetings  its  advice  is  taken 
by  correspondence. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  u±ai  cii  lIlc  Ctrntennial  Exhibition  of  1876, 
the  State  made  no  educational  exhibit^  and  yet  it  was  then  equipped 
to  surpass  the  showing  made  in  this  department  by  any  other 
State  in  the  Union.  Xo  well  wi^er  of  the  State  can  desire  to 
have  that  omission  duplicated  at  the  Columbian  Exposition,  and 
the  hearty  response  elicted  from  the  schools  of  the  State  by  the 
circulars  of  the  educational  bureau  gives  assurance  of  a  creditable 
showing  at  Chicago  next  year.  The  delay  of  the  Exposition 
management  in  deciding  on  the  erection  of  a  special  building  for 
educational  exhibits  has  interfered  with  the  prompt  maturing  of 
the  plans  for  the  adequate  presentation  of  the  methods  and  results 
of  the  school  system  of  the  State.    While  the  question  of  securing 
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suflacient  space  remained  unsettled,  it  was  obyiously  impossible 
to  determiae  the  plan  and  scope  of  the  State  exhibit.  As  soon 
as  all  doubts  on  this  point  were  removed,  the  discharge  of  the 
laborious  task  committed  to  the  educational  bureau  was  ener 
geticaUy  begun.  The  work  is  now  fairly  under  way,  and  every 
school  in  New  York  has  been  fully  informed  of  what  is  required 
of  it  and  of  its  share  of  the  responsibility  of  upholding  the  educa- 
tional reputation  of  the  Empire  State. 

The  State  University  and  Library  Exhibits. 
A  very  interesting  and  important  part  of  the  educational 
exhibit  of  the  State  will  be  made  in  the  exhibit  of  the  system  of 
higher  education,  as  supervised  by  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  in  the  exhibit  of  the  methods  and  appliances  of 
administration  of  the  State  Library.  The  University,  now  in 
the  109th  year  of  its  existence,  has  a  counterpart  in  no  other 
State  of  the  Union.  It  consists  of  aU  incorporated  institutions 
of  academic  or  higher  education,  of  the  State  Library,  State 
Museum,  and  such  other  libraries^  museums  or  like  institutions 
for  higher  education  in  this  State  as  may  be  admitted  l>y  the 
Eegents  to  the  University.  Its  exhibit  will,  naturally,  group 
itself  under  five  heads:  The  system  of  incorporation,  inspection, 
and  reports  of  nearly  500  institutions  of  higher  education  iu  the 
State;  the  system  of  examinations,  academic,  collegiate  and  pro- 
fessional, as  conducted  by  the  University;  the  work  of  University 
extension;  the  State  Library  with  the  public  libraries  depart- 
ment; and  the  State  Museum. 

The  Exhibit  of  Charitable,  Penal  and  Correctional  Methods. 
A  special  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Exposition  authorities  to 
secure  from  all  the  States  satisfactory  exhibits  of  the  methods 
employed  in  their  charitable,  penal,  correctional  and  reformatory 
institutions.  A  bureau,  at  the  head  of  which  is  Mr.  N.  S.  Roseuau 
of  this  State,  has  bei  ii  formed  in  the  department  of  liberal  arts  for 
this  purpose.  Assured  of  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  our  board, 
the  State  Board  of  Charities  has  undertaken  the  work  of  provid- 
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ing  for  New  York's  share  of  this  great  social  and  humanitarian 
exhibit.  It  will  consist  of  models,  charts,  statistical  tables,  maps, 
diagrams  and  photographs,  showing  prisons,  reformatories,  houses 
of  refuge  for  women,  asylums,  poor-houses,  institutions  for  the 
feeble-minded  and  idiots.  Tables  wUl  be  prepared  showing  the 
yearly  increase  of  inmates  and  expenditures  of  these  institutions, 
and  statistics  will  be  given,  as  far  as  obtaiuable,  of  their  develop- 
ment for  a  quarter  of  a  century  past.  Models  will  be  exhibited 
showing  the  best  plans  devised  for  poor-houses  and  jails.  The 
Elmira  Reformatory  will  be  represented  by  a  model  on  a  large 
scale,  and  detached  buildings  of  the  State  and  other  hospitals 
will  be  shown  by  means  of  models,  photographs  and  diagrams. 
Illustrations  will  also  be  given  of  the  State  Industrial  School 
at  Rochester.  AVhere  buildings  are  reproduced,  the  interior  as 
well  as  the  exterior  will  be  shown,  and  illustrations  given  of  the 
methods  of  care  and  instruction  pursued  in  them. 

There  is.  now  no  concise  record  contaiuing  a  description  of 
these  institutions,  their  extent,  cost  of  buildings  or  cost  of  main- 
tenance. Many  of  the  larger  institutions  are  remote  from  centers 
of  travel,  and  very  little  is  known  of  them,  except  by  those 
residing  in  their  toimediate  neighborhood,  and  the  expense  of 
their  maintenance  is  not  realized  except  by  a  few  who  read  care- 
fully  the  reports  of  the  State  Treasurer.  On  the  intended  exhibit 
of  these  institutions,  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  through  a 
special  committee  composed  of  Messrs.  William  P.  Letchworth, 
WiUiam  R.  Stewart  and  Peter  T\^alrath,  and  by  its  secretary, 
Dr.  Charles  S.  Hoyt,  is  now  energetically  at  work.  When  com- 
pleted that  exhibit  will  show  the  whole  system  of  care  and 
methods  of  dealing  with  the  defective,  delinquent  and  dependent 
classes,  so  arranged  and  classified  as  to  be  comprehended  at  a 
glance.  As  a  tangible  and  graphic  representation  of  the  results 
of  many  years  of  liberal  expenditure  of  public  money,  and  of  the 
labors  of  earnest,  able  and  devoted  men  and  women,  it  will 
possess  a  special  interest  for  our  own  citizens,  and  will  give  to 
Exposition  visitors  from  other  States  a  new  and  impressive  con- 
ception of  the  charitable  munificence  of  New  York. 
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The  Indian  Exhibit. 
New  York  would  be  greatly  lacking  in  her  duty  to  the  momen- 
tous anniversary  with  the  Columbian  Exposition  is  intended 
to  celebrate  did  she  fail  to  reproduce  at  Chicago  the  conditions 
of  life  and  environment  of  the  aboriginal  race  that  dwelt  vrithin 
her  borders  at  the  time  of  the  discoYery  of  the  New  World.  The 
five  (confederated  tribes  who,  by  their  possession  of  the  ^-alleys 
of  the  Hudson  and  the  Mohawk,  held  the  gate  of  the  continent, 
and,  by  the  subsequent  addition  of  the  con(('iered  Tuscaroras, 
became  the  Six  Nations  known  to  our  history,  represented  the 
highest  type  of  the  American  Indian,  and  in  the  unbroken  line 
of  descent,  members  of  this  powerful  race  abide  in  the  State  of 
New  York  to-day.  The  State  has  at  its  command  all  the  mate- 
rials for  showing  how  the  members  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy 
lived  amid  its  forests  and  by  its  lakes  and  rivers,  400  years  ago. 
These  are  being  collected  and  arranged  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Eev.  John  W.  Sanborn,  of  Naples,  N.  Y.,  a  gentleman 
whose  familiarity  with  all  that  relates  to  the  history  and  customs 
of  the  Six  Nations  makes  him  peculiarly  fitted  for  this  work. 
The  New  York  Indian  exhibit  will  consist  of  a  long  house,  of 
wigwams  and  of  stockades,  such  as  were  used  by  the  Iroquois 
nation.  The  houses  will  be  occupied  by  Indian  families,  number- 
ing about  thirty  persons.  The  construction  and  the  material 
of  these  dwellings  and  their  surroundings  will  conform,  as  closely 
as  possible,  to  the  style  which  prevailed  in  the  fifteenth  «entiiry. 
The  Indians  forming  this  settlement  will  be  composed  of  rex)re- 
sentatives  from  each  of  the  Six  Nations,  selected  with  a  view  to 
their  expertness  in  making  canoes,  pottery,  ornaments,  imple- 
ments of  war  and  utensils  of  stone  and  wood,  such  {.s  were  used 
by  their  ancestors  before  the  arrival  of  white  meu.  Exhibits 
will  be  provided  of  aboriginal  religious  rites,  j^amcis,  dances, 
music  festivals  and  other  characteristic  ceremonies.  In  all  the 
features  of  this  exhibit,  it  will  be  the  effort  of  the  board  of  man- 
agers to  preserve  a  strict  regard  for  historical  accuracy,  and  (o 
make  New  York's  contribution  to  the  ethnological  dtpaitment  of 
the  Exposition  the  most  striking,  suggestive  aud  memorable  of 
any  State  of  the  Union. 
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The  Fine  Arts  Exhibit. 

The  Exposition  aiitliorities  have  appointed  to  care  for  the 
interests  of  the  department  of  fine  arts  in  the  State  of  Xew 
York  an  advisorr  committee  of  painters,  sculptors  and  archi- 
tects, drawn  from  the  members  of  the  Xational  Academy  of 
Design,  the  Xew  York  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects,-  the  Water  Color  Society,  the  Architectural  League, 
the  Society  of  American  Wood  EngTarers  and  the  Xew  York 
Etching  Club.  This  committee  has  represented  to  the  board 
the  necessity  of  recognizing  the  importance  of  the  fine  arts 
as  a  factor  in  the  exhibit  which  Xew  York  will  make  at  the 
Exposition.  It  is  the  declared  ptirpose  of  this  committee  to 
make  fuU  tise  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  World's  Col- 
umbian Exposition  to  show  what  has  been  accomplished  by 
American  artists  in  painting,  sculpture,  architecture  and  decora- 
tiro  T\crk.  in  designs  in  color  and  in  relief,  in  etchings,  A^•ood 
engravings  and  di^iwings  of  various  kinds,  produced  since  the 
Centennial  of  1876. 

They  also  propose  to  make  a  retrospective  collection  of  portrait 
and  figure  subjects,  covering  the  whole  period  of  oirc  existence 
as  a  country,  from  1776  to  1876,  as  well  as  to  biing  out  works  from 
priATite  and  other  collections,  noted  examples  of  early  masters 
and  great  ar-tists. 

The  committee,  with  justifiable  pride,  point  to  the  fact  that 
as  ]Xew  York  stands  to-day  the  acknowledged  art  center  of  our 
country,  a  proper  representation  by  the  aid  of  the  State  of  the 
various  departments  of  work  above  enumerated,  would  prove  that 
we  are  entitled  to  a  place  among  the  art-producing  people  of  the 
world.  They  urge  that  Ma.ssachusetts.  Pennsylvania  and  other 
States  have  provided  means  for  the  proper  care  of  the  art  exhibit 
to  be  sent  from  within  their  borders,  and  they  deem  it  only  com- 
patible with  the  reimtation  and  dignity  of  the  State,  and  just  to 
the  labor  of  her  artists,  that  Xew  York  shoidd  do  likewise. 

The  board  of  managers  is  fully  disposed  to  co-operate  with  the 

representatives  of  the  Xew  York  artists  in  their  patriotic  work, 

if  the  necessary  means  are  provided  by  the  Legislature.    "With 

'\e  sum  at  present  at  its  disposal  it  could  do  but  Uttle  for  this  or 
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for  other  State  exhibits  which  have  been  enuinerated,  and  whose 
claims  to  public  recognition  are  quite  as  indisputable. 

Relief  Map  of  the  State. 
Under  the  immediate  dia^ection  of  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  board  a  map  in  relief  of  the  State  of  New  Yorli  is  being 
made  by  Ward's  natural  science  establishment,  for  exhibition  in 
the  State  building.  The  map  will  have  a  horizontal  scale  of  one 
incli  to  the  mile  and  a  vertical  iscale  of  one  inch  to  500  feet.  The 
j:realcst  care  has  been  tal^en  to  make  this  map  the  most  accurate 
reprcvsentation  of  the  physical  features,  actual  boundaries  and 
civil  divisions  of  the  State  ever  presented  at  one  view.  Data  in 
regard  to  altitudes  have  been  specially  collected  from  the  proper 
autliorilies  throughout  the  State,  and  from  the  site  of  the  smallest 
village  to  that  of  the  greatest  city,  it  ils  believed  that  e^^^^ry  rletail 
of  the  map  will  be  found  absolutely  trustworthy.  To  Isiew 
Yorkers  settled  in  the  west  it  will  be  a  matter  of  affectionate 
interest  to  point  out  to  their  children  by  the  aid  of  f^uch  a  fac 
siuiile  the  spot  and  surroundings  of  their  early  home.  To  the 
resident  New  Yorker  visiting  the  Exposition  the  relief  map  ^111 
convey  a  new  sense  of  how  noble  a  heritage  of  Statehood  he  is  a 
pariaker,  and  the  stranger  will  find  in  it  a  demonstratio!i  equiilly 
insiinictive  and  impressive  of  the  great  distinctive  features  that 
give  to  New  York  its  imperial  position. 

The  Columbian  Celebration. 
Tender  the  provisions  of  the  law  creating  this  board  and  those 
of  chapter  331,  Laws  of  1892,  relating  to  the  celebration  in  the 
city  of  New  York  of  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
discovery  of  America,  the  date  of  that  observance  ^^as  fixed  on 
the  12th  of  October,  1892.  The  act  of  Congress  creating  the 
\^T)rhrs  Columbian  Commission  prescribed  the  same  date  for  the 
national  celebration  at  Chicago  and  for  the  formal  dedication  of 
the  Eijcposition  buildings.  It  was  deemed  by  this  board  to  be 
desirable  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  appearance  of  rivalry  between 
tlie  elaborate  celebration  projected  in  New  York  and  that  which 
had  to  take  place  in  Chicago.  It  was  thought  that  both  would  be 
deprived  of  some  of  their  lustre  by  being  made  simultaneous. 
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Si)ecial  weight  was  given  to  the  consideration  that  a  fitting 
representation  of  the  State  at  both  would  be  impossible  if  they 
ocf.iiiTed  on  the  same  day.  ]^ew  York  could  a«  little  afiiord  to 
de]jriA  e  its  own  celebration  of  due  official  recognition  as  it  could 
be  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from  the  assemblage  of  .^tate 
ofihers  and  public  bodies  at  the  place  selected  for  the  cereinonial 
having  a  national  significance. 

The  efforts  of  this  Board  w^ere  accordingly  directed  to  obtain- 
ing from  the  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States  a  change 
of  the  date  fixed  for  the  national  anniversary.  This  was  the 
more  appropriate,  inasmuch  as  according  to  che  Christian  calen- 
dar, as  reformed  by  Pope  Gregory  XITE  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
the  true  date  of  the  Colum'bian  discovery  was  found  to  be  the 
twenty -first  instead  of  the  IweKth  of  October.  Other  national 
aniii>  ersaries,  like  the  landing  of  the  pilgrims  and  the  birthday 
of  AV'ashington,  having  been  fixed  by  theii'  date  according  to  the 
new  style  adopted  by  all  civilized  nations,  except  Eussia,  it  was 
deemed  fitting  that  Discovery  Day  should  have,  in  the  year  of  its 
first  celebration,  its  true  place  in  chronology.  Mr.  John  Boyd 
Thacher,  one  of  the  members  of  this  board,  elicited  a  concensus 
opinion  from  historians,  asxronomers  and  public  men  as  to  the 
expendiency  of  correcting,  for  all  time,  the  date  of  Discovery 
Day,  and  as  to  the  correctn ^ss  of  the  date  of  October  twenty-fiist. 
The  board  requested  the  reiK^esentatives  of  the  State  in  Congress 
to  favor  the  desired  amendment  to  the  law,  and  its  members 
hibored  with  the  Expositioj  dii^ectory  and  with  legislators  and 
public  officers  at  Washington  to  bring  about  the  change. 

These  and  other  efforts  had  their  due  effect,  and  by  Presidential 
proclaiiiation.  as  v,  ell  as  by  amendment  of  the  law,  the  national 
anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  America  was  made  to  conform 
to  the  accepted  chronological  style.  The  board  of  manai.'.ei's  set 
aside,  as  directed  by  section  6  of  chapter  236,  Laws  of  1892,  a 
portion  of  the  appropriation  made  for  its  work  for  the  benefit  of 
the  great  Columbian  celebration  in  ^N'ew  York  city,  and  provided 
for  the  official  representation  there  of  its  own  members  those  of 
the  judicial  district  commissions  and  of  the  board  of  women 
Uianagers.  It  devolved  on  this  board  to  provide  transportation, 
accommodation  and  maintenance  for  all  the  official  representa- 
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tives  of  the  State  during  dedication  week  in  Chicago,  and  to 
arrange  and  conduct  the  dedicatory  exercises  of  the  New  York 
State  building.  The  aim  of  the  board  has  been,  in  all  these 
matters,  directed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  dignity  of  the  State 
and  to  the  proper  assertion  of  the  place  it  occupies  among  its 
sister  commonwealths.  To  do  less  would  have  been  to  receive 
and  merit  the  censure  of  .11  citizens  who  take  pride  in  the 
Empire  State,  and  who  desbi.  to  have  her  make  to  all  the  world 
at  Chicago,  a  fitting  demonstration  of  her  rank  and  power. 

The  Naval  Review, 
The^  law  empowers  the  board  of  general  manag^ea^s  "  to  take 
such  steps  and  make  such  pr'.paration  as,  in  their  judgment,  may 
be  necessary  and  proper  foj  the  representation  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  naval  review  in  New  York 
harbor,  in  April,  1893.^'  By  act  of  Congress  the  date  of  assemblage 
of  the  American  and  foreign  men-of-^^^'ar,  which  will  pai^iicipatie 
in  this  review,  has  been  fixed  for  April  twent-y-isixth,  in  Hampton 
RoadB.  Alloiwing  for  the  time  to  be  spent  in  preparatory  evolu- 
tions there,  and  for  the  time  likely  to  be  comsiumed  in  bringj^ng 
the  squadron  to  New  York,  it  'seems  only  too  probable  that  under 
existing  arrangements,  the  date  of  the  review  would  be  nearly 
simultaneious  with  that  of  the  opening  day  of  the  Expoisition. 
This  would  be,  for  many  reason^s,  regTetable,  and  it  hoped  that 
Congress  will  take  action  to  prevent  any  such  diminution  of  the 
eclat  which  should  attend  the  opening  of  the  greatest  and  most 
significant  of  all  international  expositions.  It  ought  still  tO'  be 
possible  to  arrange  a  date  in  June  for  the  naval  reAdew,  thereby 
securing  at  once  a  more  advantageous  iseason  for  what  promises 
to  be  a  magnificent  spectacle,  and  leaving  the  gi'eat  event  of  the 
Exposition  opening  without  any  diversion  of  public  attention. 

General  Considerations. 
As  a  miattier  of  public  policy,  the  board  of  general  luanagt^'s 
has  been  guided  by  the  idea  that  the  exhibit  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  at  the  World's  Colunibian  Expoidtion,  should  be,  in  eveiy 
department,  as  excellent  in  composition  and  atti'-aotive  in  pr^entix- 
tion,  ais  labor,  intelligence  and  money  oould  make  it.     Apart  from 
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Bespectfnlly  submitted. 

?^^CEY  M.   DEPEW 
JOHN  BOYD   TSAcmZ' 
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